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First we need to acknowledge the elephant in the room; this elephant in its slow but steady movement tramples on us, slowly destroying us in its wake. The issue now is how to trap this elephant before it brings us to ruins. Britannica.com describes climate change as: “a periodic modification of Earth’s climate brought about as a result of changes in the atmosphere as well as interactions between the atmosphere various other geological, chemical, biological, and geographic factors within the Earth system." It is important to understand that whatever we do has an impact on the environment; ranging from how we dispose waste, burning of fossil fuels, cutting down of trees to make furniture as well as burning woods in large amount together with coals in factories. This processes creates a slow but steady change in the atmosphere such as depletion of ozone layer and flooding as result of melting of ice in the North Pole. In Enugu State, dumping of solid waste in landfills creates a significant amount of methane, a greenhouse gas. Here, I am proposing a way we can use recycling of waste to make materials and hence promote economic growth while reducing the amount of methane and carbon sent to the atmosphere as a result of waste disposals in landfills and burning of waste. And also the use of artificial intelligent (AI) and state policy to enhance equilibrium in the environment.
Nature in its processes can teach us a thing about how reuse and recycling should be done. If you look at how nature reuses whatever it produces we can learn very important factor in maintaining equilibrium in the environment and thus minimize changes in the climate. This factor being “balance” can be explained using a tree. As recurring process in the life of a tree, a tree sheds some of its unwanted leaves. When this leaves reach the ground they get utilized as manure to provide nutrient back to the tree thereby maintaining balance. This points to the fact that in reality there is really no waste except what we proclaim as waste. We can take from this the concept of waste-to-wealth creation encompassing the process of recycling.
To begin the process of recycling, first we need a working waste collection strategy.  In their paper, (Uzochukwu, BSC; et al, 2009)investigated the development and implementation of a district health system (DHS) in other words a decentralized provision of health here in Enugu. This method of decentralization aims to serve a specific geographical area more effectively than a centralized way of providing the service. It enhances regular supervision and attendance to the people of a specific region ensuring that the goal is met. If this idea of decentralization is applied to waste collection it will help reduce the long distance travelling of waste trucks which releases a lot of carbon when travelling, so that it can reach the collection station in a short distance. Here, the waste thus collected in a decentralized manner helps to reduce the large amount of methane and carbon produced by landfills and travelling waste trucks. The waste collected using this methods are treated locally using a method called shredding to make new material.
 Shredding of waste is a process of breaking down solid waste into small pieces. The shredded waste when washed can be used as a new-sand used in making slabs through the condensation of the shredded waste and using a strong resin or acrylic to make it a solid material. This can be utilized later in minor construction works such as pavement tiles for compounds and sit outs, and thus reduce the amount of methane that would have been produced if wastes are left in landfills or the amount of carbon released if waste incineration is continued in these landfills. This process creates jobs, and also new material gotten from the process can go into business and thus create economic growth.
Artificial Intelligence (AI) as used in smart city development can be used to maximize and facilitate this process of recycling. Youths being very active in the use of modern technologies can be trained on the use of AI. They can be trained to develop AI powered apps that is used in waste collection logistics using data collected within Enugu, or apps that will constantly remind people of the dangers of climate change and plans the state government have to combat climate change. The waste aspect of smart city development can be achieved thus in a decentralized system: waste collection stations knowing when a dump bin is full, to know when the dump bin is vandalized and to be able to track down the culprit easily because of the decentralized and smart nature of the system. This asserts what Bill gate said, that no industries can be left out if we want to get zero emission. This points to the fact that tech industries have a role to play as well as other industries in this fight.
[bookmark: _GoBack]All this cannot be achieved if there is no abiding state policy to enhance the process. It is important to create policy that seeks to enlighten ndi Enugu. This creates awareness. There is no greater awareness than knowing that whatever we produce has a way of affecting us depending on whether what we produce is environmentally safe or not. This awareness can be enforced by the state. A policy should also be directed towards factories within state. The policy will ensure that companies and factories has a plan to utilize what they consider as waste, as I said before there is no waste unless what we proclaim as waste. Just as a tree utilizes its shed leaves as manure, companies should start thinking of utilizing what they consider as waste or sell it to other industries. Companies and factories that produce a lot of carbon should consider using carbon capturing in their processes to mitigate carbon production; others producing a lot of plastic waste should start planning of repurposing it or using shredding processes to make new products from plastics waste.
The combined effort of the people and the awareness that there need to be a balance in what we produce and consume and what we consider as waste will make us climate friendly. To repeat what I said earlier, there is no waste. A rich man detest a food and that same food when found by a poor man is a treasure and a life saver to him. Therefore the environment will be happy if there is balance in what we consume and what we throw away as waste. 
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